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 Verified Gross Mass (VGM) practice advisory for The Netherlands  
 
As you may be aware, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) adopted mandatory 
amendments to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS). Based on this 
amendment we will need to receive VGM details for every packed container which is subject to the 
Convention for Safe Containers (CSC).  
We herewith would like to take the opportunity to inform you about the local practices regarding the 
new VGM regulation that will come into effect as from the 1st of July 2016.  
 
 
Determination of the VGM  
 
The regulation specified 2 different methods to determine the VGM.  
 
‘Method 1’ -- Physical weighing of the packed and sealed container.  
‘Method 2’ -- Calculation of the total weight based on the actual (no estimations) weight of the sum 
of all contents of the container + the container tare weight. The contents include but are not limited 
to the cargo, packing-, securing- and lashing materials. Use of this method will be subject to local 
requirements, these may vary per country.  
 
 
The container tare weights are indicated on the container doors at all times. Our principals are 
developing an online tool to check the container details (including tare weight), we expect this 
function will be available online soon.  
Regardless of the method used, the VGM details should at least consist of: the VGM weight, 

container - and booking number, duly authorized person’s name in capital letters and the date of 

determination. 
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